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INTRODUCTION 


A delegation was sent to Turkey from the 1st-5th March after 
being invited by TAYAD (Organisation of the famllies of prisoners 
andconvicts in Turkey). Some of the things that they had on thelr 
schedule were to observe the hunger strikes taking place In İstanbul 
and other towns agalnst the wearing of standard uniforms and for 
other demands, to see what TAYAD Is doing, to watch the mass trial 
against Devrimel Sol (Revolutionary Left -a revolutionary move- 
ment formed in May-June 1978) and to study the results of the 


strikes In MIGROS, 
On the 3rd March 1988 they watched the hearing In the Dev-Sol 


military trlal In Metris, Istanbul. Comrade Dursun Karatas has 
been threatenedwith the death penalty on many occasions because 
he is regarded as the central figure of Dev-Sol. We print here a 
Interview made by the delegation with him and his comrades who are 
the main accused In this trial. The interview covers, amongst other 
things, the eigth year struggle of our comrades In prison and gives 


short a summary of the situation In the world and In Turkey. 


D.Karatas: VVhat did you (the members of the delegatlon) think of 
the Turkish courts? 

Delegation:Very interesting. They were all asleep (the Judges). Very 
cold (the court room). . 

D.Karatas:When are you golng back? 

Del.:Saturday... What do you want to tell us about the left In Turkey, 
and in the FRG, and about the revolutionary movement? 
D.Karatas:What do you mean, the left in W.Germany in general or 
the revolutlonarles In Turkey? 

Del.:Both. ; 

D.Karatas:First of all our appeal to all democratic and human rights 
organisations abroad, that they should see how it really is in Turkey, 
that the regime of 12th September is still here In Turkey. The de- 
mocratisation under the Özal goverment was Just a game, a trick 
manover. The 12th September continues in the constitution, In the 
college authorities, the trade unions, the laws, the organisations 
and the torture. 

It Is your duty to tell the democratic world and to put pressure on 
Ozal goverment. In Turkey the revolutinary struggles beginning a- 
new. İn this respect we see a positive future. This Is not recogni- 
sed abroad but we believe that after a whlle the mass movements 
and the solidarity movements will Increase, everyone will see that. 
We would like to see solidarity movements abroad Increase parallel 
to this. We have Just started a campaign todaythecondemning the 
judiclal system of 12th September. Our families andvarlousdemoc- 
ratic organisations are supporting this. We also expect a lot of 
interest and support from abroad. We belleve that your solidarity 
action will influence the goverment. The best examples were seen in 
1983. There were hunger strikes at that time. There were 2000 
people in Istanbul on a 27 day hunger strike. They recieved support 
especially In W. Ger many. There was a big campaign with hunger 
strikes both from the W. German left and the revolutionaries from 
Turkey, with petitions, telegrams of protest from Intellectuals and 
authors to the goverment. We belleve that thls can be repeated. We 
don't know exactly how the situation Is over there, what can be done 
and what not but we can say this We will recleve any solidarity 


gratefully. 
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. Del.:you have told us about the hunger strike in Sagmalcilar /!stan-- 
bul, and about your own situatlon. You said you could also take part 
if the demands weren't met. Can you elucidate? 

D.Karatsa:Since the beginning of the 12th September numerous 
people have been thrown into prison, ten thousand, even a hundred 
thousand. One of the reasons for the 12th Sep. was to depoliticise 
the masses, and thus the prisoners. Reprials, Ideological propogan- 
da and torture were used. One of the Instruments of torture was 
the standard uniform. To be more exact a return to the standard 
unlform was made in order to rob people of thelr personallty,to stop 
peoples thoughts. VVe, revolutlonaries, have relected the standard 
uniform. The law forcing prisoners to wear standard uniform was 
first introduced in August '87. They tried to force prisoners to wear 
standard uniforms in January "84. There was resistance, one hell of 
a lot. The accused In our trlal had four deaths to mourn. Gour of our 
friends died an hunger strike. We couldn't get rid of the standard 
uniform then, not with the strenght of resistance we had, but we 
achieved a few Improvements. However we created a tradition of 
resistance to the standard uniform and at the same time a con 
sclosness of why this was necessary. New actions resulted from 
this, finally the hunger strikes begun in July-August "84 assumed 
even larger proportions, covering the whole of Tur key. Didar Sen- 
soy,thesister ofa prisoners, died in front of the parllament build- 
Ing during this campaign. In spite of this the goverment didn't 
abolish the standard uniform. They had it in their heads to teach the 
prisoners a lesson, or to put It in modern terms to rehabilitate the 
prisoners. But after the standard uniforms were refused, after re- 
peared hunger strikes, after belng pressurised from outside from 
the public and prisoners relatives, after all the resistance in the 
prisons the goverment couldn't maintain their determination, it dec- 
lared, de facto, the abolision of the standard uniform. The standard 
uniform was abolished on zhe 30th day of the campaign in Sagrnal 
cilar, but there" are other problems. People are chained up on the 
way to the court, they live in solitary confinement in Sagmalcilar. 
The detention center called Sagmalcilar 2 still hasn't any communal 
cells. The windows are very small, food Is passed, In bowls, through 


barred openings. Visits are not carried out in the usual way, tele- 
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phone calls are listened In on, even when they are to a solicitor. | 
think you already have the demands of the Sagmalcilar prisoners. 
They are on hunger strike to get rid of all of this. We have heard that 
they have been negotlating for the last three days We belleve that 
they will carry on If no positive results come out of this If the hun- 
gerstrikes carry on we will have to begin action supporting them and 
we are of the opinion that other prisoners will make definate ef- 
forts In support. However, we don't think that the resistance will 
last long, we certainly hope that It will end. That is, the resistance 
vvill take on other dimentlons whether It ends today or not. Because 
we will certainly win our remaining rights. The feeling of solidarity 
between prisoners is very strong in Turkey. When resistance is 
being carried out In one prison it Is Impossible that another prison 
will not get Involved. Solidarity Is carried out everywhere because 
our problems are the same everywhere. 

Del.: In an earlier conversation you gave us a run down on the left of 
Turkey,the reformists and the TKP: 

D.Karatas: Yes, it İs very usefull to give a short summary of the left 
of Turkey. The tradition of the left has been symbolised since the 
20s by the TKP. Up to the 60s they were limited to activities within 
the framework of a group of Intellectuals. Out of a period of 50 
years a good 30-40 years went by with one belleving in Kemalism, 
what we call dictatorship of the petty-bourgeolsle, the representa- 
tive of petty-bourgeols ideology. That mean there was no indepen- 
dant representation for the proletarlat and the working population, 
no determined fight for power. Andthe defeats have weakend them, 
the TKP, dally. About 1951 they dissappeared from the political are- 
na. In the 60s the Workers Party of Turkey (TIP), was formed. One 
could say that this was the first time that the conditions were right 
for the left of Turkey to become a mass movement. But the TIP 
didn't have a line which made It a workers party, a mass movement. 
After 1960 there was a comparitively large democratic arena which 
meant that the young generation could get to know ‚through transla- 
tions, the classics of Marxism-Leninism. But because they couldn't 
understand them completely a revolutlonary strategle for Turkey 
Wasn't able to develop. That Is, they couldn't grasp completely the 
principles of Marxism-Leninism and they ran to Join the TIP, nearly 


-4- . 


everyone did this. In that respect the TIP galned a mass basis. But 

understanding Marxism-Leninism one recognised the parllamen- 

tary-reformist line of the TIP. There were varios splits,the suppor- 

ters of the natlonal revolution doctrine, the soclallst revolutlonarles 
and lines which didn't fit in with elther. The result of this thesis, 

anti-thesis and synthesis was the armed movement which came 

about in 1971. The message that this armed movement put across 

was that the bourgeols-fascist goverment could only be overthrown 
through armed struggle and that the parllamentary vvay vvas 

impractical. A 

This was built on by the organisation known as the ” Popular Party 
and Front for the Liberation of Turkey” (THKP-C) and the "Popular 
Army for the Liberatlon of Turkey” (THKO). That is the tradition of 
armed struggle appeared in 1971 with the THKP-C and THKO. At the 
same time a regouping of the left began. One group savv the vvay to 
revolutlonthrougharmed struggle and vvereconvinced that the re- 

volution could only be realised through armed struggle. The other 

belleved that armed struggle wasn't necessary for revolution. The 
latter appeared around the TIP, Soclalist VVorkers Party of Turkey 
(TSIP) and the Communist Party of Turkey (TKP). In spite of what 
they said about not turning down armed struggle we still haven't 

seen any campalgn or action aimed at armed struggle. So, basically, 
we see the left of Turkey in two categorles, one which sees the 
overthrovv of the existing rule in armed struggle and one which trles 
a peacefull path. The politics of the THKP-C is, today, split into 
several groups. The THKO dosen't represent It's old line any more. 

People have appeared who have other views, other strategies. But 

seen as a whole they can all be put into one of the two categories, for 
or against armed struggle. The "United Left“ which as far as | know 
İs made up of 7-8 groups led by the TKP, represents, fully, the Gor- 

batschow line and campaign mainly against atomic weapons,seeing 
this as an act of peace and seek an agreement from all goverments 

In order to avold the danger of a nuclear vvar.İn our opinion this isa 

line which prevents the revolution and is a set back the peoples 

struggle. İt must be turned down. We say It Is not Marxist-Leninist. 

The result Is that the politics of the "United Left" have never beeen 

consistant. They conform to what Is sald In the USSR. That is, yes- 
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terday they represented Chrustchow's line and today Gorba- 
tschow's. Gorbatschow criticises Chrustchow. Yesterday they de- 
fended STALIN, today they defend Gorbatschow. Gorbatschow now 
condemns STALIN. 

In this sense the Friends lack consistancy. We say that the way for- 
ward, specific for Turkey, is by the "Strategle of Politicised Military 
Struggle”. This is a line based on armed struggle but vvhich doesn"t 
turn down the usual democratic, economic, ideological and political 

forms of struggle. In short similar to the Cuban, El Salvadorian and 
Nicaraguan line. That's the sort of line we represent. İn our opinion 
the left of Turkey are no strong force, regardless of vvhat the TKP 
say on their own radio station about leading everything In Turkey. 
If you live In Turkey you know that it Isn't true. Mo doubt they have 
some strength but is limited to workers İn the unions and burocrats. 
Their strength Is of no Importance. You ask If the other left groups 
have any Influence. No. They haven't either. The left of Turkey has 
recleved some serlous setbacks since the 12th September and it 
hasn't picked itself up again. In this way there has been a develop- 
ment, not large but noticable, but It can't be used by the "United 
Left". The "United Left" and the TKP or as they are now know, the 
"United Communist Party ofTurkey"TBKP have in any case, come to 
a line In concilliation with the goverment ‚a line which hinders the re- 
volutlonary struggle. We turn this line down.Of course other lines 
have appeared In the meantime, lines which the 'TBKP and the 
THKP-C turn down. We could also put them Intovarlouscategories. 
They haven't yet chose a line of conclillatlon with the goverment but 
we have differences with them in regard to tactic and strategle. In 
spite of this we are for an alliance of all left groups In Turkey 
against Imperialism and fascism, except for the supporters of "Ay- 
dinlik" who In the past have betrayed revolutionaries to the bour- 
geolsie. We are convinced that In spite of all the differences on the 
left unity In the struggle against Imperialism and fascism can be 
reached. We are making a special effort, but it Is here that the left 
of Turkey dosen't have enough experlence and is having diffucultles, 
it won't be easy. Whilst on this point I'd like to say this; Erol Aydin 
was killed in Hamburg, I think you know that. This was doneto try to 
set back our movement. It was sald that Dev -Sol had killed E. Aydin 
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but the culprit (what's his name) later confessed to have killed him 
by mistake. I'd like to explain the following to the whole world. In the 
whole history of our movement never has a vveapon been turned on 
left patriots or revolutionaries. Dev-Sol has never soiled it's name 
with the blood of patriots or revolutionaries. In this sense we have 
always condemned the fight within the left. Supporters of other 
groups have killed or injured our friends, setting us back In our 
politics. In spite of this we have never retaliated because we know 
this leads to a dead end. In the case of E.Aydin we have repeadetly 
stated that he wasn't killed by any of our friends ‚but we weren't be- 
lleved. I don't know maybe you didn't believe us in W. Germany elther 
but In the end Yilmaz Ulusoy (yes, | remember now, his name is 
Yilmaz Ulusoy) admitted to killing his own friend by mistake. We 
turn down such fights within the left. There is no problem within the 
left which cant be resolved by dialog and discussion. We direct this 
appeal to the whole left, especlally revolutlonaries of Turkey In 
other countries. There have been many killings within the left In the 
past, many revolutlonary patriots have been killed, a lot of blood has 
been spilled. This must be condemned. We must get together 
sensibiy and find the reasons for this mistake. If they are not found 
there will be more serious Incidents In the future, worse armed 
fights and massacres.The only vvay is to carry out arelentless cam- 
palgn agalhst the mistakes of the past, look for those responsible 
and to find the materlal reasons for them. 

Del.:Why are theredifferencesin the court cages today and those 
you experlenced before and what,in your opinion,are the reasons for 
these differences. t 

D.Karatas:Turkey is an economically and politically unstable coun- 
try. That is, all underdevelloped countries like ours are unstable. A 
new Junta comes approximately every 10 years. In the history of 
Turkey there was a coup in 1971 and in 1960 a by the petty-bour- 
geoisie a few bourgeols-kemalist forces. On 12th September there 
was the coup by Messers Evren and Co.. All this is a result of the 
economic, political and social instability. Exploitation is rife, ex- 
ploitation by Imperialism. The ruling forces are fightining among 
themselves, the struggle of the people, the revolutionary struggle, 
is Increasing because of the Increasing exploitation. Monopoly 
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capital has not developed, as it did in Europe, by means of it's Inner 
dynamic, it is extrerely weak arid for this reason it is helpless In re- 
solving both It's Internal contradictions and containing the struggle 
of the masses, thus from time to time all democratic principles are 
put aside fascism is turned to. We are even of the opinion that 
fascism Is permanent In Turkey, now open, now hidden. When It Is 
hidden then we say something called the democracy game is being 
played. That Is, whilst oppression and violence previal, they try to 
prove that democracy exists by pointing tothe apparent existance 
of afew rights. But this Is a country where, in fact, no dernocracy, 
no freedom exists. 

When there İs a Junta the powers that be are a bit bolder, all de- 
mocratic rights are abolished. But as the experiments in various 
other countrles Of the world have shown, this open fascism can not 
bø Institutionallsed for long periods because of the demands of the 
various classes and castes, because of the intensifying of the 
class war and because of it's own Internal contradictlons. İt was 
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tried with the 12th March and the 12th September but the proposed 
program of the 12th March couldn't be carried through completely 
at that time because of the developing armed struggle. Only with 
the 12th Septembercould it be realised. The carrying out of the 
12th September program could only be done,in a certain sense, be- 
cause of the sins of the left. The left didn't fight enough. İt was sup- 
prised, completely exhausted anda part retreated to Europe. And 
because no battle which was able to destroy fascism and It's game 
was fought the 12th September is more resistant and programatic. 
The left Ist also In part to blame for the fact that tha courts and ins- 
ttutlons of the 12th September exist today. Also the disinterest In 
the Junta shown by the public In the democratic world and the so- 
clalist countries Is to blame. We are convinced that if there was 
enough solidarity from the democratic revolutionary forces, U.S.im 
periallsm wouldn't be able to Install such goverments in countries 
like ours, or at least with great difficulty. But there is not enough 
solidarity inthe world today. 

We see on T.V., İsraell soldiers brealng arms and legs of palesti- 
nian people, but the reaction Is very weak. It means that, because 
the fight and solidarity of the democratic forces of the world is 
very weak, the powers that be, together with U.S.imperlalism, can 
install a Junta anywhere they want. Of course another Important 
factor Is the Internal dynamic of that country and the revolutionary 
forces there. But we can only criticise the revolutionary forces 
within the framework of thelr historical development.The left of 
Turkey Is a new, young movement. The revolutionary and armed 
struggle has a history of only 20 years. During this time it has re- 
cleved two serious blows. in spite of this It Is struggling to carry on. 
On the 12th March we recieved losses pn the 12th September again, 
but we are trying to get back on our feet,in this sense we have 
some difficulties. 

We couldn't organise enough strenght against fascism. İn this sen- 
sewe must take the blame for the Institutionallsing of the 12th Sep: 
tember and it's continuation. But the reasons for this are objective. 
The subjuctive reasons are, In our opinion, of limited importance in 


comparison. 


The change in the legal system must'be thought of as being parallel 
to this, The Junta can't practice It's open fascism openly, and they 
can't show their, what we call, fascist laws openly. That's why on 
6th November 1983 they started to try to show that democracy 
exists. This had a partlal effect on the courts. Actually the changes 
In the courts and prisons can be attributed to the struggles of the 
people they wanted to rehabilitate. It is doubtless that the strug- 
gles outside played a part but this Influence Is limited. Order can't 
Install itself. And as long as it can't a policy of losening and tighte- 
ning the screw Is used. That Is, when strong pressure Is used over 
a period of timeit hasto be released sometimes to avoid a reaction. 
The 12th September with It's constitution and laws has lost face, 
it's decline has started and that effects the Judiclal system. They 
can no longer banish us from the court room, maybe they won't be 
able to keep us from the hearings, because we don't wear a stan- 
dard uniform, they don't beat us anymore. But the paragraphs 141, 
142 and the martlal law of 12th September carries on. Therefore 
not much has actually changed. In the past we were presented 
naked and beaten, that doesn't go on anymore. But we fought hard 
for that. People died, we are still fighting. In short, what | want to 
say Is; the ruling powers haven't given us anything. This struggle of 
the revolutionary forces is carried out with support from patriots 
and Intellectuals. İt is doubtless that the revolutionary, democratic 
and human rights organisations have contributed to this success. 
For that we are thankfull. 

Del.Has our presence changed anything, as far as you can see? 
D.Karatas:Of course, this visit from W,Germany has unsettled the 
court: our views are seen as a denunciation of Turkey in Europe, 
especially when there a visit from abroad, and this opens up the 
question of personal honour. We say to them: "Your state Isa mem- 
ber. of the Council of Europe and wants to become a member of 
the E.C. If you are a member of the Council of Europe and want to 
join the E.C. then you must fit In with the customs over there.” In 
this respect we have no problems, Turkey Is denounced over there. 
We only bring to light the actual situation In Turkey. We have done 
thls when no European is present. But when a European Is present 
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they, the courts, try to hinder us so that their crimes are not 
shown to the world. It is our duty to convey how it really Is in 
Turkey to the democratic world. We say:"The people of the world 
must know the whole truth“. Of course they get nervous. Both the 
representatives of the ruling powers andthe courts don't want how 
It really is to come the attention publically abroad, because they try 
to say that democracy exist. İt Is unimaginable that In a democratic 
country there could be no right to a defence. But there Is no right 
to a defence In Turkey. Likewlse, Ina democratic country there 
can't be courts which are controlled by the military. But today, in 
Turkey, trials are carrled out under military control and there are 
people who have been In custody for 8 years. That doesn't fit in 
with democraty. İt Is not wanted that this facts become now abroad. 
That's why they become nervous. Of course we must use this visit 
to make these facts known abroad. We have had this conversation 
İn order to spread our message. Do you understand what | want to 
say? 

Del. It's very cold here. 

D.Karatas:For two years solid they brought us here during Winter 
In vest and underpants, and even beat us. They kept us vvalting 6 
hours Inthe cold. If, in Summer the sun came in in one corner, they 
prevented us from getting to It so that we froze. | would like to add 
that | am not saying this just to complain but so that it is known 
and thus showing the presence of fascism. 

Del.is this the first time that you've been able to come here in 
clothes that you've chosen yourself. 

D.Karatas:No, we've been able to go to trial in our own clothes 
since 11th February 1986. Before that we never wore the standard 
uniforms and always came In our underpants. For two years the 
hearings were carried out in our absence. During this time the 
hearing went on with two or three people who didn't take part In our 
demonstration. But they went on for two years In our absence. 
Sinan Kukul:Metris was the only place where our stand wasn't 
taken up, we were split. A part of the group, the majority in fact, 
wore the clothing. That was 1985. Wewenton hunger strike and 
four of our friends dled. After that there was conciderable discus- 
sion on whether or not to wear the standard uniform, this went on 
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for a long time. As well as our case (Dev-Sol) there was another, 
the TİKB case in which the accused were refusing tovvear the stan- 
dard uniform. İn the end they vvore the standard uniform as did the 
prisoners In Metris. It was only because we didn't budge from our 
position that the goverment stept back. And later they took the 
standard uniforms off. 

Del.VVhat sort of people are the accused In the Dev-Sol procee- 
dings. You have been authorised to give statements and therefore 
we would like your opinion on the Kurdish question and Kurd. 

D. Karatas: Actualſy I'm not the only one who gives statements. 
There are other friends who can. You chose me, ! came because 
you asked me. Every other friend could make the same statement. 
I am myself of Kurdish origin, therefore a Kurd. in Turkey there is 
the Kurdish question. In our view Turkey is a country with two 
nations, the Kurdish and the Turkish peoples. The Kurds have been 
robbed of all thelr national rights. We say that the Kurds must de- 
termine the future of their own nation. Nowadays it is forbidden 
to use the word Kurd. In Turkey to say thatthereare Kurds means 
separatism, thus commiting acrime. But the reality Is that there 
are 6-7 million Kurds living in Turkey and these people have been 
robbed of all national rights, they can't use their own language or 
enjoy thelr own culture, they have no rights at all. To be more exact 
they are denied everything that makes them a nation. In this sense 
the question Is of the struggle of the Kurdish people. So as not to 
lead to any misunderstanding, we are not Kurdish natlonalists. We 
are Marxist-Leninists and advocate a class struggle which doesn't 
exclude a national struggle Instead of a separate struggle for self 
determination for the Turkish and Kurdish peoples.You see the 
basic goal for the Turkish and Kurdish peoples Is the overthrow of 
the existing oligarchy and fascism. We say there must be a single 
organtsatlon for both peoples, not according to nation but accor- 
ding to class. But that doesn't mean we don't support the kurdish 
movement. VVe eritise the PKK and occasionally their campaigns but 
overall we supportitas a Kurdish patriotic movement. Even though 
It Includes nationalistic elements It represents a force against Im- 
perlalism and against the oligarchy. They fight these and we support 
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them. in Turkey there is the Kurdish questlon and this is vvell knovvn 
in the cities of Europe. Even In Turkey today different opinlons on 
this question are being printed in the bourgeois press. İn a way the 
bourgeolsie can't avold the mentioning of the word Kurd and the ex- 
Istance of the Kurdish people. There have even been hundreds of 
court cases due to the mentioning of the Kurdish people and the de- 
‚mand for their right to self determination, but we believe that after 
a vvhile the cases will be stopped de facto. 

Del. There's a lot to discuss there. We also support the Kurdish in- 
depence movement but at thesame timecriticise the PKK. 
D.Karatas:l"d like to point out a fact here. There are many organi- 
satlons In Europe which demand independance for Kurdistan. But 
most of them don't exist In Kurdistan. The PKK does. The PKK is 
fighting, albeit with mistakes and Inadequacles, and we respect and 
support that. They have had hundreds of casualtles. The other 
groups only exist In exile. That's why the PKK Is the main group. 
S.Kukul:The PKK makes mistakes. We criticise them and refuse 
thelr orginisational form, that Is organising on a national basis 
because It Is our opinion that the freedorn of the Turkish and 
Kurdish peoples can only be achieved by means of a unified struggle. 
That's the way to achleve self determination for the Kurdish people. 
Separated liberation Is not possible. 

Del. in the FRG the revisionist-reformist orientated left groups end 
thelr discussions with the question-are you for or against the PKK- 
-thus strangling further discussion. VVhat vve vvant to say is that 
the PKK must be supported despite all the points we could criticise 
them they are leading the struggle for independance and because 
they are active in Kurdistan at the moment. : 

D.Karatas:VVe approximately agree vvhit that.You can stili discuss 
In what respect they have been successful or unseccessful. This 
movement can change or even correct itself. This depends on the 
power relationships in the world, at least that's how they see It. 


Our opinion Is that at the moment it Is not possible for the PKK to 
achleve an independant Kurdistan alone and with this platform. On 
this point I think we agree. İt goes without saying that the revisio- 
nists in Turkey will stand against the PKK.Status-quo-thinking pre- 
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dominates In the history of the left of Turkey de tradition of 
fight historical doesn't existwithin the left, It is very weak Refor- 
mism predominates. That could first be changed In 1971. 

That's why the what we call reformist and revislonist left turned 
against all armed action, except for that of the rullng forces. They 
tried to prevent it because it would upset their reformist existance 
upset thelr work. That's why the reformist left is against all radi- 
cal action, and they even back It up with a theory. They have al- 


ready attacked the armed struggle with such words as;"They are 
CIA agents, counter revolutlonarles and agent provocateurs." It 


was like that In 1971, also 1975-80. Nothing has changed. but in his- 
tory of Turkey the tradition of revolution is very weak, reformism 
very strong. that is the root of this problem lies in the fact that the 
tradition of revolt in history of Turkey and in the masses is very 
weak or doesn't even exist. İt is hee that reformism finds it's 
materlal basis. Reformist Ideology can be understood In this way. 
It therefore natural that the groups In exile will call the PKK " coun- 
ter-revolutlonary" because they have never lead a struggle in 
Kurdistan and will never be able to. 

They say that every armed action In Kurdistan is a provacatlon 
which will lead to genocide. 

Del.:Am | correct in saying that the difference between you and the 
other groups has nothing to do with the names PKK or Dev-Sol but 
basically with armed struggle which the others turn down. 

D. Karatas:Yes, that's It. That was what I wanted to say. İt is not 
the opposition to PKK or Dev- Sol but to armed struggle. Your defi- 
nition Is right. 

S.Kukul:lt's a thing which threatens them. There is a balance within 
the system and they have a part to play In It. When this role Is 
endangered by an armed struggle their existance becomes an- 
dangered and the right reacts. That's the reason for thelr op- 
position. 

D.Karatas:They worry about the status-quo, they don't want It 
upset. 

S.Kukul:We'd like to ask a question If we may. How do you know 
Devrimc! Sol? 
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Del.:Dev-Sol first came to İlght in the FRG vvith the occupatlon of 
the consulate in Cologne. Before that no one had heard of an orga- 
nisation called Dev-Sol. That's when they first got publicity. There- 
after they were represented In the W.German press, the bourgeois 
press, as terrrorists because they used weapons. 

It made the W.German revolutionaries job very difficult working 
against this becuse the revolutionary movement In W.Germany is 
itself weak and small. Our problem, the W.Germans, is that organi- 
sations such as theGreens have worked and still are with organisa- 
tions In Turkey such as Dev-Yol. Therefore something is known 
about Dev—Yol but people still don't know anything about Dev-Sol. 
The papers stillmake mistakes such as writing Dev-Yol instead of 
Dev-Sol. They show Dev-Sol as a terrorist movement. 
O. Karatas: If terrorism means undertaking armed struggle against 
the ruling classes then we are terrorists. if terrorism means ta- 
klug up armed resistance against the fascists who attack all parts 
of the working population, protecting the masses, freeing their 
lives from fascist occupation, expelling the fascists then we are 
terrorists. Furthermore if Ho Chi Minh Is a terrorist, the suppor- 
ters of the FSLN In Nicaragua are terrorists then we are too, right. 
Del.:lt is In the interest of the ruling classes In the Federal republic 
to keep us In the dark about what Is happening in Turkey because 
they want Turkey to do what they and the other E.C. countries say. 
4 milllon people from Turkey live and work in the FRG. they also 
want to know. But people know more about e.g. Nicaragua than do 
about Turkey. i 

D.Karatas:VVe are very gratefull that you came. The Judges are 
coming. 
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Dursun Karatas speaks to the members of the delegatlon 
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